SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE
modern industrial societies vast numbers of men and
women pass their whole lives in hideous cities, are wholly
dependent for their livelihood upon a capitalistic or gov-
ernmental boss, have to perform manual or clerical work
that is repetitive, mechanical and intrinsically meaning-
less, are rootless, propertyless and entirely divorced from
the world of nature, to which, as animals, they still belong
and in which, as human beings, they might (if they were
sufficiently humble and docile) discover the spiritual
Reality in which the whole world, animate and inanimate,
has its being. The reason for this dismal state of things
Is the progressive application of the results of pure science
for the benefit of mass-producing and mass-distributing
industry, and with the unconscious or conscious purpose
of furthering centralization of power in finance, manu-
facture and government.
But now let us suppose that those who make it their
Business to apply the results of pure science to economic
Vends should elect to do so, not primarily for the bendBt of
big business, big cities and big government, but with the
conscious aim of providing individuals with the means of
doing profitable and intrinsically significant work, of
helping men and women to achieve independence from
bosses, so that they may become their own employers, or
members of a self-governing, co-operative group work-
ing for subsistence and a local market. Suppose, I repeat,
that this were henceforward to become the acknowledged
purpose guiding the labours of inventors and engineers,
Seconded by appropriate legislation, this differently orien-
tated technological progress would result, not as at
present in the further concentration of power and the
completer subordination of the many to the few, but in
a progressive decentralization of population, of accessi-
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